
            
Continued on the other side… 

“Beware the Leaven –  
A Sign Demanded in Dalmanutha” 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths © 2009 - pastorpat@waukeshabible.org 

February 22, 2009 

 
Read Mark 8:10-21 
 
In this short study, I would like us to consider the biblical warning to “watch out” and 
“beware.”  The word “watch out” is used three times in Mark’s Gospel (1:44; 8:15, 24).  It is 
only here where it is used with the force of an imperative.  Mark uses the word for “beware” 
fourteen times.  It is used with force in Mark 4:24; 12:38; 13:5, 9, 23, and 33. 
 
The words “watch out” or “beware” call for a quick response.  They warn us of immediate or 
impending danger.  In the passage before us we are warned of three potential adversaries: 
hypocrisy in fake questions, hostility in false teachers, and hardness in fat hearts.   
 
All three areas can cause the unaware to be positioned against God.  The first danger of 
hypocrisy is seen in the question asked by the religious establishment.  Their questioning 
attempted to cloak the deception of their hearts.  They did not ask to investigate, but to 
ensnare.  Their sole intent was to trap and destroy.  They had no desire to hear, examine, and 
grow through change.  Their minds were already made-up and their resolution was already 
against Him.   
 
Honest dialogue and genuine interaction through asking and answering is always difficult to 
create, but a real delight to be a part of.  In the arena of inquiry, attitude is everything.  It is 
always easy for those who are in the power position to ask those who disagree with them to be 
open minded and to reconsider, but it is highly unlikely that those who are in the power 
position will be equally open and willing to change their position if the evidence shows them 
to be wrong.  The religious establishment was too entrenched for any real change to take place.  
Unless and until the new birth takes place, they would resist Him to the cross. 
 
As followers of Christ His people must be marked by sincere examination.  They must be 
perpetual students who are open and willing to grow through change. 
 
The second danger of hostility is perhaps more abrupt and bare.  Jesus warns His disciples to 
“beware the leaven of the Pharisees.”  They were incapable of hiding their hostility.  Their 
hypocrisy was glaring and their true self was laid bare.  The Pharisees disregarded the Word 
of God and rejected the God of the Word.  Their hatred of Jesus was already declared in Mark 
3:6.  Now Jesus warns His disciples against this public warfare.  What made their position so 
frightening?  They believed they were doing the work of God in their resistance of Jesus.  They 
believed their handling of the Word was honorable and necessary.  Yet their initial motives 
slowly choked out the Word and placed them in a position of hostility to God.   
 
The third danger is that of hardness.  The disciples failed to see the necessary connection 
between the person and work of Jesus Christ.  What is of interest is to see the scope of our 
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Lord’s audience.  There are the Pharisees, Sadducees and the Herodians.  In addition, there are 
the larger, fickle masses and finally the twelve.  It is only the disciples who are slapped with 
“hardness of heart.”  They had witnessed His miracles.  They were present.  They handled, 
heard, and saw His work that verified His person.  Yet they failed to make the obvious links.  
Why did they fail in this?  Our Lord says it was because of their hardness of heart.  How many 
times do His present day disciples fail to make the necessary connections between His person 
and His work?  Could the root cause of this problem simply be a problem of the heart? 
 
As we live life, it is possible to simply fail in seeing how our lives are a part of His story.  
Although unintended, it is possible that our sincerity will fail and in its place will grow 
hypocrisy, hostility, and hardness. 
 
Oh God our Father who governs and guides our universe, our galaxy, our world, our nation, 
our community, and our hearts, we look to you through the person and work of Jesus Christ.  
He has made our position and our petition possible.  Holy Spirit, we look to you to keep us 
alert from such soul destroying adversities as hypocrisy, hostility, and hardness.   
 
Most Holy God, place around us a hedge of protection.  Armor our hearts to resist the subtle 
stabs of our adversary the devil.  May we not bend nor bow to the world’s ideology, the devil’s 
enticement, and our fleshly appetites whose appeasement pulls us away and hardens our 
hearts against you. 
 
We claim and opt to live in the victory secured for us by Christ.  He is our life and our sole 
hope and help.  We make no boast but what is revealed to us in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  May you awaken us from the sleep that kills.  We beseech you in the name of Jesus 
Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 


